CURTIS

was given, he slumped forward in the wooden office chak
that was always used for executions in the Tower. He
was dead.

Most of these spies were first questioned by Mr. Basil
Thomson, later Sir Basil, the head of the C.LD. at Scotland
Yard. He was an expert at sharp-shooting his questions
so as to take suspects off their guard, and though there
was never a suspicion of the Third Degree about his
examinations, he could change his tactics with a rapidity
that bewildered many a man who imagined he had nothing
to fear,

Curtis-Bennett came to know Basil Thomson well, and
since it was his preliminary word that usually left Curtis
without a leg to stand on when he appeared in court to
defend a spy, he came to have a very high regard for his
ability.    Their friendship was to last through the years.
Another spy defended by Curtis-Bennett was the close-
shaven, iron-jawed German-American who never revealed
his real name, but who was known as Irving Guy Ries.
He had been picked up by the German espionage service
in New York, and had actually been a film operator,
though he tried to pose as a merchant in England, and
went to considerable trouble to give substance to that
illusion.   Here, again, was another case of a man facing
a firing squad mainly because he was kept short of money
by his employers, for it was a letter addressed to him
through Holland, and containing the exact amount usually
supplied to spies, that led to his being suspected.    Ries
had had to make application for further funds ;  and with
a criminal lack of imagination, the German Intelligence
sent him the sum that was known to be the usual monthly
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